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C HIL DREN'S BOOK REVIEW

B OOK R EVI EWS

White , Jon.
Everyday Life In Ancient Egypt.

Ashabranner, Brent. To Live In Two Worlds . Dodd, Mead, 1984. ISBN 0396-08321-8. $12.95. 149p.
To Live in Two Worlds is a collection of the stories of twelve Indians
who have succeeded in maintaining their Indian relationship while living in
the world of the white man. They are not ignorant of their Indian heritage
and they maintain an active part in unique tribal ceremonies and
celebrations. In addition they have succeeded in obtaining educations,
many of them as lawyers to negotiate with the government for tribal land
and benefits. Cherokee, Navajo, Zuni , little known Tigua, Seminole,
Miccosukee, Comanche, and others, their stories reveal the determination
of these young people to overcome poverty-- and frequently prejudice--to
do worthwh ile things with their lives.
Mr. Ashabranner has talked , observed and interviewed many Indians
and he relates their stories in a forthright, concise and interesting way. The
quoting of actual dialogue with these young Americans allows the reader
to feel that he is right there listening to the different tribal members tell their
own stories, and the photographs done by Paul Conklin add to this feeling
because they are clear, honest and unsentimental. Particularly
appropriate is the end photo showing Rene Cochise walking to her work
as an intern for a master's degree in business and government, with the
U.S. Capitol looming in the background. She becomes a final symbol of
what these young Indians have achieved.
It's a very readable report of some inspiring stories filled with the
determination to succeed. For teachers of Indian students, it should give
helpful background and for Indian students it should give encouragement
that if their fellow Indians can succeed, so can they.--Lillian Heil.
Austen, Jane. Pride and Prejudice. An Illustrated Jr. Library Edition . IIlus.
by Julie Downing. Grosset & Dunlap, 1984. ISBN 0-448-06032-9. $10.95.
379p.
A friend said to her teen-aged son , 'You're old enough to read Austen' ,
and gave him a copy of Pride and Prejudice. He read through the evening
and into the night. At two a.m. she went by his room and upon hearing him
giggle inquired, 'Where are you now?' He responded , 'Go away."
I was more than twice high-school age when this incident happened ,
and having never 'had' to read Austen , decided it was time. I was so
captivated as to read Pride and Prejudice in one sitting. There are so
many stories interwoven : the silly and sordid romance of Wickham and
Lydia, the on-off-on again romance of Bingley and Jane; the much more
complex romance of Darcy and Lizzy (for which the book is named); the
interesting relationship of Mr. and Mrs. Bennett; the ridiculous Mr. Collins,

10

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1985

11

A

/1 +
Nonfic

*

10+
Fict

1

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 6 [1985], Iss. 1, Art. 5

BRI GHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY

C HILDR EN ' S BOOK REVIEW

Berger, Melvin. Germs Make Me Sick! lIIus. by Marylin Hafner. Thomas Y.
Crowell, 1985. ISBN 0-690-04429-1 (lib. bdg.) $11.89. 32p.
A book that does just what it pretends to do : define bacteria, virus,
immunity, and disease to small children . And it does this very well. The
illustrations, usually including snatches of conversation in balloons, are
cleverly cartooned in pleasing, bright colors; the explanations are brief and
carefully worded; and basic health rules and personal hygiene are slipped
in painlessly. The book will fascinate readers and nonreaders alike.-Lovisa Lyman .

and ever so many other diverting tales. Austen treats her female
characters with a first-name closeness and her male characters with a Mr.
distance, and uses the unevenness to tremendous advantage; Darcy, as a
character, owes much to that very distance.
One of the more captivating elements of Austen is the stunning oneliners:
'I am not to be intimidated into anything so unreasonable.'
'But in such cases as these, a good memory is unpardonable.'
And many more.
Inevitably your library already has a copy (or several) of Pride and
Prejudice, but there are cogent reasons why you should have the Junior
Illustrated Library Edition, and these are related to format. The problem is
that the book runs to about 145,000 words. Most editions, such as the
Oxford, use a small typeface and a tightly packed page. The Junior Edition
is an inch-and-a-half wider and taller (9" x 6-3/8") than the Oxford edition.
The book, with its root II page format, is comfortable to hold in the lap and
not unmanageable to read in bed. The page design is pleasing and the
Palatino typeface brings to the book the elegance Austen needs but is so
often denied.
All the other times I have reread Austen , I've said, This time I shall go
slowly and savour the incomparable dialogue, but each time the cramped
pages panic me into ever greater haste.
Imagine, if you can, Pride and Prejudice set in large, 11 -point type, with
2 points leading between lines. Zapf would be pleased to see his typeface
so well used. And because of this special effort by the publisher, I did, and
you can , savour Austen. While most publishers would argue that they
could never afford such extravagance, the fact remains that the cramped
Oxford text runs 388 pages compared to 379 in the Junior Library Edition.
As for the illustrations, Romeo and Juliet may be played by 16-yearolds, but not Darcy and Elizabeth.
Do you suppose they might publish Persuasion in like format?-Thomas K. Hinckley.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol6/iss1/5

12

Bunting, Eve. If I Asked You, Would You Stay? J.B. Lippincott, 1984.
ISBN 0-397-32066-3. $9.89. (lib. bdg.) 151 p.
Crow, a runaway from a foster home, saves Valentine, a runaway from
an abusive stepfather and more recently from a handsome pimp who took
her in for initiation rites, from a drowning suicide. In the secret apartment of
a dead movie star, the two become friends and lovers in less than a week.
If there is any redeeming social comment, it is that there are usually better
so lutions than running away. Both make this discovery by the end of the
book.
The reader guesses from the moment Crow and Valentine discuss their
sleeping arrangements the first night that the two will eventually end up in
the same sleeping bag doing their own initiation rites. Sure enough , on
the last page it happens, marked by a blank double-space and the words,
"Later, they lay side by side . .. ."
The writing is smooth, the setting memorable, but the theme has been
much better treated elsewhere.--Lovisa Lyman.
Carrick, Carol. Dark and Full of Secrets. lIIus. by Donald Carrick. Ticknow
& Fields. ISBN 0-89919-271-8. $11 .95. unpaged.
In his latest adventure Christopher confronts his fears of a pond , "deep
and full of secrets." Fear is replaced by fascination when , equipped with
snorkels and masks, Christopher and his father explore beneath the
surface. Later, on his own , Ch ristopher returns to the pond. Again , he is
delighted with what he sees, but in his eagerness to explore, he roams too
far from shore. His mask fills with water and he can't touch bottom. His
dog comes to his rescue. Fortunate ly his good experiences in the pond
outweigh the bad and his enchantment continues though now he knows he
must be more careful. This book may help children face fears of the
unknown and assist parents in helping them. Somber shades of blue ,
green and yellow in the illustrations fit the mood of the story.--Lovisa
Lyman.
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is an inch-and-a-half wider and taller (9" x 6-3/8") than the Oxford edition.
The book, with its root II page format, is comfortable to hold in the lap and
not unmanageable to read in bed. The page design is pleasing and the
Palatino typeface brings to the book the elegance Austen needs but is so
often denied.
All the other times I have reread Austen, I've said, 'This time I shall go
slowly and savour the incomparable dialogue, but each time the cramped
pages panic me into ever greater haste.
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2 points leading between lines. Zapf would be pleased to see his typeface
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Oxford text runs 388 pages compared to 379 in the Junior Library Edition.
As for the illustrations, Romeo and Juliet may be played by 16-yearolds, but not Darcy and Elizabeth.
Do you suppose they might publish Persuasion in like format?-Thomas K. Hinckley.
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Berger, Melvin. Germs Make Me Sick! lIIus. by Marylin Hafner. Thomas Y.
Crowell, 1985. ISBN 0-690-04429-1 (lib. bdg.) $11.89. 32p.
A book that does just what it pretends to do : define bacteria, virus ,
immunity, and disease to small children . And it does this very well. The
illustrations, usually including snatches of conversation in balloons, are
cleverly cartooned in pleasing , bright colors; the explanations are brief and
carefully worded; and basic health rules and personal hygiene are slipped
in painlessly. The book will fascinate readers and nonreaders alike.-Lovisa Lyman .
Bunting, Eve. If I Asked You, Would You Stay? J.B. Lippincott, 1984.
ISBN 0-397-32066-3. $9.89. (lib. bdg.) 151 p.
Crow, a runaway from a foster home, saves Valentine, a runaway from
an abusive stepfather and more recently from a handsome pimp who took
her in for initiation rites, from a drowning suicide. In the secret apartment of
a dead movie star, the two become friends and lovers in less than a week.
If there is any redeeming social comment, it is that there are usually better
so lutions than running away. Both make this discovery by the end of the
book.
The reader guesses from the moment Crow and Valentine discuss their
sleeping arrang ements the first night that the two will eventually end up in
the same sleeping bag doing their own initiation rites. Sure enough , on
the last page it happens, marked by a blank double-space and the words,
"Later, they lay side by side ... ."
The writing is smooth , the setting memorable, but the theme has been
much better treated elsewhere.--Lovisa Lyman.
Carrick, Carol. Dark and Full of Secrets. III us. by Donald Carrick. Ticknow
& Fields. ISBN 0-89919-271 -8. $11 .95. unpaged.
In his latest adventure Christopher confronts his fears of a pond, "deep
and full of secrets." Fear is replaced by fascination when, equipped with
snorkels and masks, Christopher and his father explore beneath the
surface. Later, on his own , Ch ristopher returns to the pond. Again , he is
delighted with what he sees, but in his eagerness to explore, he roams too
far from shore. His mask fills with water and he can't touch bottom. His
dog comes to his rescue. Fortunate ly his good experiences in the pond
outweigh the bad and his enchantment continues though now he knows he
must be more careful. This book may help children face fears of the
unknown and assist parents in helping them . Somber shades of blue ,
green and yellow in the illustrations fit the mood of the story.--Lovisa
Lyman.
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Chaikin , Miriam. Yossi Asks the Angels for Help. Illus. by Petra Mathers.
Harper & Row, Publishers, 1985. ISBN 0-06-021196-2 (library bdg.)
$8.89. 52p.
"Try acting as if God doesn't exist," the Rabbi advises Yossi. Yossi , the
same boy known from other Chaikin books, is shocked at first by such
advice from a religious leader. He has lost the money he planned to use
for Hannukah gifts for his family. In full faith he has prayed that the angels
will come to help him. But no angels have come. As the Rabbi explains
himself, his advice makes sense. He means that Yossi shou ld work out his
own problems whenever he can and not pray for miracles. This is
believable and easy to read . Children will have no trouble identifying with
Yossi.--Lovisa Lyman.
Chetwin , Grace. On All Hallow's Eve. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Books,
1984. ISBN 0-688-03012-2. $10.25. 160p.
A mixture of popular motifs--a wicked witch , a time warp , the power of
darkness versus the power of light--all converge on a Halloween night in
Long Island. How Chetwin pulls the plot together and still manages to
sketch a few believable characters in hundreds of pages less than Lord of
the Rings is a minor marvel. Is she as good at it as Alexander or Tolkien?
Of course not, but still she has produced a pretty good, though not very
memorable, Halloween read.
Two sisters, Meg and Sue, are trying to adjust to a new school in a new
country. Sue has already made many friends , but Meg seems to rub
everyone wrong ; in fact Kenny, the school bully, has taken special
pleasure in teasing her. Her arch, superior attitude makes her a perfect
target for his pranks. Sue and Meg leave the school Halloween party on
the run after Meg manages to shove Kenny into an apple-bobbing trough .
The girls, closely followed by Kenny and his little brother, dodge into a
dilapidated vacant house. From there they are mysteriously transported
back in time to a forest where a wicked witch orchestrates gory Halloween
rites once a year. Meg, who always knew she had special powers, is the
only one who can save the four but to do it she has to become a more
caring person than she has ever been before.
The book has some good moments. Girls without the stamina for a
longer series would enjoy it most.--Lovisa Lyman.
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Cork, Barbara and Struan Reid. The Young Scientist Book of
Archaeology. Designed by lain Ashman and Kevin Flude. Consultant
Dr. Anne Millard. Usborne Hayes, 1984. ISBN 0-86020-865-6. $4.95.
The Young Scientist Book of Archaeology is one of the series of books
for the fledgling scientist. It starts with a general introduction of fascinating
discoveries from all over the world and the tools used now plus
possibilities for the future . Other chapters include "Clues From the Past,"
"Looking for Evidence," "Digging into the Past ," "The Underwater
Detectives," "Piecing the Evidence Together," "Pottery," "Burials and
Bodies," "Animal and Plant Remains," "Buildings," "How Old is It,"
"Radioactive Dating," "Preserving the Past," "Putting Theories to the Test ,"
and even a computer program for working out what different types of
pottery are called .
For those particularly interested in Egypt, there are eleven different
examples referring to findings in Egypt, brief illustrations explaining how
mummies are made , what clues to pictures and health were found by
examining them , plus a section describing how archaeologists use all the
objects they find to build a picture of the past.
It would be an excellent book to use in connection with the Usborne
book of Pharoahs and Pyramids for a study of Egypt.--Lillian Heil.
Cotich, Felicia. Valda. Coward-McCann , 1983. ISBN 0-698-20574-X. $9.95.
After school one day , Valda cannot find her mare Sabrina. Upon the
discovery that she had fallen into an abandoned well , the fam ily and
neighbors rally to save the horse. Valda feels rich by ownership of
Sabrina. The depression years have brought poverty to the small
Australian village where she lives. Valda's father has left his wife and
children to find work. Valda's mother struggles to provide. Meals are
sparse , blackberries picked by the pasture fence, onions fried in batter.
Valda, her brother Jimsy and baby Peggy wear worn , faded clothes. Valda
aches for her father to return with the promise of better times. Perhaps the
horse should be sold to benefit the family. How does Valda's need for
Sabrina measure against the family's needs?
As Valda leaves school and begins to make her way, she finds her
values changing . She discovers ways to help and finds that sacrifice,
although bittersweet, brings her peace. This is a poignant novel about
growing up, and the discovery deep within oneself of nobility and
unexpected courage.--Anne Uhls.
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David , A. Rosalie and Antony E. Ancient Egypt. Illus. by David Salariya and
Shirley Willis. New York, Warwick Press, 1984. ISBN 0-531-03744-4.
$9.90. 36p.
What a find this book would have been when I had to do the 'project' on
Egypt in grade four. Today's grade school students will be pleased to find
this on the library shelf when it comes time to do 1.illill Egypt 'projects'.
The illustration invites detailed examination and appreciation (and
even a smile sometimes). The map on the opening page, unfortunately,
does not uphold the standard of the rest of the illustration.
The text is informative and has a lot of specific detail that adds interest.
I especially liked the bit about the grave robber who tried to steal the
pectoral (neck piece) from the tomb of the rich man of Riqqeh.
The word 'magic' was used a little too frequently in the discussion of
Egyptian religion, but I suppose that how seriously one takes Egyptian
rel igion depends on how seriously one takes one's own.--Thomas K.
Hinckley.
Dickinson, Peter. The Iron Lion. Illus. by Pauline Baynes. BedricklBlackie.
ISBN 0-911745-18-1. $10.95. unpaged.
Literature is more than plot; it is also language and consequences.
Dickinson brings a lavish attention to language that makes this story sing.
The Princess Yasmin of Persia says that her husband ' ... must be
handsome and clever and brave and kind'.
'Ridiculous!' cries her father.
As the story starts, she is down to the last three princes in the world:
And when the Prince of Gascony displays want of wisdom as well as the
other four qualities (Who would marry a prince who shouts 'Fiddlesticks' to
a beautiful princess?), she asserts that she will only marry the man who
brings the Iron Lion of Ferdustan. This book can be best enjoyed by
reading aloud to enjoy the sound pattern of the language.
In English, there are many words denoting the superlative: acme,
peerless, nonesuch , nonpareil, etc., but I needed one derived from the
Persian to capture the exquisite quality of Pauline Baynes's art. Her
detailed Persian miniatures are the Kohinoor** of current book
illumination: wait until you see that Lion!
You'll have to read the story to learn the consequences of the
princess's persistence, but don't, don't miss the final asterisk.--Thomas
Hinckley.
* Except one.
** Found it.
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Evernden, Margery, The Kite Song. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Books, 1984.
ISBN 0-688-01200-0. $10.25. 186p.
Kite Song is a tale about victims: Eleven-year-old Jamie's cousin Clem
is a victim of Viet Nam, Jamie's brother Ron is a victim of parental abuse,
his wife Sylvia fights against poverty and prejudice as she tries to hold her
family together. Soon after the story begins Jamie moves in with his
brother. Considered retarded by past educators, Jamie is placed in a
special school. There he begins to establish relationships and gain
acceptance.
The plot depends heavily on a poem, also titled "Kite Song," attributed
to Clem. The poem is so often quoted that it becomes a refrain. It is not
good enough or appealing enough to children , however, to carry the
weight placed on it. Or maybe the story isn't good enough to support the
poem. None of the characters were easy for me to identify with. The most
obvious audience would seem to be children in near-poverty situations
with difficult home and school adjustments. But the heavy dependence on
the poem might turn this group away.--Lovisa Lyman.
Fahrmann, Willi. The Long Journey of Lukas B. Translated by Anthea
Bell. Bradbury Press, 1985. ISBN 0-02-734330-8. $12.95. 280p.
Like a finely finished kitchen cabinet, this book is satin smooth , rich ly
grained, useful. All imperfections are well enough concealed to be
acceptable. The plot revolves around the journey of a master carpenter
and his crew from a small Prussian village to the United States where they
hope to make their fortunes. To those in the oppressed European cities of
1870, the United States looked like the promised land. For Lukas , the
carpenter's grandson and apprentice, the United States represents more
promise than wealth. He hopes to find his father who ran away from his
debts in Prussia years before and hasn't been heard from since. The tale
first unfolds in the village, then aboard ship, and finally in the Eastern
United States. By coincidence , the carpenters embark on the same ship
Lukas's father traveled on years before. Further clues about his father are
also discovered through a series of coincidences. Most of these strokes of
luck are plausible. At least one is hard to swallow. But like a wellconcealed knothole in an otherwise perfect cabinet, one accepts this flaw
because the rest of the book is so well done. Setting is very important in
this book and much more memorable than the characters. Though the
book avoids moralizing fairly well , it is still an old fashioned children's
book.
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This is Fahrmann's first book for children . Translated from German to
English and four other languages, it has already received generous
acclaim and prizes.--Lovisa Lyman.
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Foster, Rory , DVM. Dr. Wildlife. Watts , 1985. ISBN 0-531-09788-9. $14.95.
Dr. Rory Foster, a northwoods veterinarian, studied his latest patient, a
striking arctic wolf, especially noting the penetrating, chilling eyes. Most of
his animal charges communicated fear, love or playfulness wit~ their eyes.
But not this timberwolf. As an attraction in a roadside zoo , she was a
caged animal. Last night her leg had become caught in the cage, cutting
off circulation . Minus thirty degree weather had frozen the leg and now it
must be amputated. Dr. Foster felt combined anger and sympathy for the
patient. As he later returned the mending wolf to the zoo manager, he
finally understood the message in her eyes--her spirit had died on the
summer day she had been trapped.
For this book, Dr. Foster presents case studies from his clinical
experience as a wildlife veterinarian. He relates his love, enjoyment and
concern for these wounded and orphaned patients. The author feels a
great need to teach respect for individual animals. The reader is caught up
and touched by episodes covering a wide variety of wildlife . The stilted
writing tends to interfere but the subject is interesting and will appeal to
children .--Anne Uhls.
Hill, Douglas. Exiles of Colesec. Atheneum, Margaret K. McElderry Book,
1984. ISBN 0-689-50315-6. $9.95. 126p.
Teen rebels, interstellar deportation, a crash landing on an unexplored
world, a ruthless professional killer, human sacrifice, and the menacing
giant worms are all elements which ought to make this science
fiction/horror story exciting, but fail. Even the hero's romantic interest in a
young psychic doesn't do the trick. The novel just does not come together
to sufficiently engage the interest of the reader and allow a real suspension
of belief. The characters are insufficiently motivated and explained to be
believable. Moreover, the characters do not engage the emotional
involvement of the reader and the plot is marred by too many coincidences.
The novel is reminiscent of an old B grade movie. There are some who will
enjoy it, but many books offer so much more.
--Linda Davis.
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Horowitz, Anthony. The Night of the Scorpion. Pacer Books (Putnam),
1984. ISBN 0-448-47751-3. $12.95. 159p.
Martin Hopkins is not an average thirteen-year-old. Several months
previously, he confounded the "Old Ones" in The Devil's Doorbell, and
closed one of the last gates from their world to his by his amazing psychic
powers. Now, life is returning to normal. But one day, he is sitting in his
English Lit class when he has a startling vision--a petrol truck comes racing
down the hill above the school and crashes into his classroom, where it
explodes. Martin, unable to convince the teacher to evacuate the school,
races into the hallway and pulls the fire alarm . Minutes later, when the
students are safely on the playing field, Martin's vision becomes reality.
Martin and his guardian , Richard Cole, are again plunged into the
nightmare world of evil and sorcery when they realize that the accident
was no accident. Their fight against the "Old Ones" leads them to Lima,
Peru , where Richard is framed for drug smuggling. Martin escapes and
meets Pedro, a boy his own age who seems to share his own amazing
powers. Together, they must fight the "Old Ones" and close the last
remaining gate that joins their two worlds.
Peru is pictured in all its glory--from the times of the Incas to present
day poverty and squalor. The story line flows well--even though this is a
sequel, it stands well on its own. Good continues to triumph over evil and
Martin wins the battle. This is an enticing book for the twelve-and-up age
group. It is full of danger and intrigue, as well as history and fantasy.--Jan
Addy.
Klein, Norma. Angel Face. The Viking Press, 1984. ISBN 0-670-12517-2.
$13.95. 208p.
Clothed in the spare, kid-wise conversation of Norma Klein , Angel Face
(otherwise known as Jason) makes the scene. Actually, he only describes
it . . . the book could have been called Anatomy of a Divorce, because it is
the story of a middle-aged woman caught in the vortex of her own
shattering confidence, grasping at straws (and her youngest son , Angel
Face) for stabilization, finally disappearing into the safety of death. And
does that interest young adults, you ask? Maybe ... but in case it doesn't,
the story is lavishly peppered with the sexual pecadillos, dreams and
conjectures of all the male characters (including fifteen-year-old Jason)
and it seems evident that they rarely, if ever, have anything else on their
minds . . . except, possibly, offstage. If the sexually explicit content is
intended as a message, it comes through loud and clear: That's all there
is, kids!--Janet Francis.
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Lauber, Patricia. Tales Mummies Tell . Thomas Y. Crowell, 1985. ISBN 0690-04389-9 (lib. bdg .). $11 .89.
Patricia Lauber's book Tales Mummies Tell starts with a chapter on a
woolly mammoth mummy found in June 1977. This is followed by a
general chapter on how mummies are formed and how widespread has
been their formation throughout the world , whether made by nature or with
the help of man for religious purposes. (For those who didn't know, the
U.S. has at least one mummy in its short history--John Paul Jones, the
naval hero who died in Paris in 1792. He was found in France in 1905 in a
lead coffin filled with alcohol by a congressman who wanted to return him
to the U.S. for a hero's buriaL)
The rest of the chapters include three on mummies in Egypt, one
describing them in Peru , and one on the mummies found in the bogs of
Denmark and Sweden.
The book is well illustrated with actual photographs. Once the reader
gets past the "How gruesome!" reaction, he can concentrate on how
mummies were made and more importantly how much has been and will
be learned about life in the past from the study of mummies. It would be a
useful book for upper grades, junior high and high school. I would also
recommend its use for primary grade teachers to give them a better
perspective on the actual importance of mummies. Lower elementary
teachers could use Lauber's book to enrich and refocus the study so that
first, second, and third grade youngsters could have their intellectual
curiosity stimulated instead of their interest in superstitions (as seems to be
the focus of the Secrets of Mummies by Milton).--Lillian Heil.
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Lindbergh , Anne. Bailey's Window. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1984.
ISBN 0-15-205642-4. $12.95. 128p.
•
Carl, Anna and Ingrid are enjoying the enchantment of a summer
vacation as on ly the young can savor it. But the arrival of city cousin Bailey
Bond disrupts their fun. They are hurt by his pranks and practical jokes
and wish him gone, till he discovers magic like no other they have known .
With a borrowed paint set he sketches windows on the attic bedroom wall
through which they can all step into new dimensions , new places,
imagined fun, with more-than-bargained-for adventure. But who, they
wonder, is the man with one blue and one green eye that tags them on
every trip? As the spell of summer ends so, too , does the spell of the
window, but perhaps the real magic is the friends hip brought about by the ir
shared experiences beyond the attic walls and the promise of more next
year.
Lindbergh, daughter of the noted author Anne Morrow Lindbergh ,
shows sensitivity and understanding of preteen problems and their
capacity for imagination. She carries the young reader into a world of
fantasy so well mixed with day-to-day realities that it is easy to believe just
maybe it really happened.--Anne Uhls.

Krensky, Stephen. A Ghostly Business. Atheneum , 1984. ISBN 0-68931048-X. $10.95. 144p.
Alison , Edward, Jamie, Jennifer and Perry Wynd make an annual
Christmas visit to their Aunt Celia in her newly purchased Victorian
mansion. They are unusual children (as witnessed by their previous
adventures in The Witching Hour and The Dragon Circle) but even their
resilient magical powers are strained occasionally as they find themselves
in alliance with a ghostly butler against a sort of ghost's union boss and
power plot to repossess Boston. Aunt Celia hovers about, applying her
own magic from time to time with unpredictable results.
Ghost books have to be very bad to be unpopular, and this one is not.
The bickering children occasionally take on the appearance of reality, the
ghosts are adequately clothed in imaginative description and the
surroundings are clear, if not commanding. Fluffy but acceptable.--Janet
Francis.
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Lisle, Janet Taylor. The Dancing Cats of Applesap. Bradbury Press,
1984. ISBN 0-02-759140-9. $11.95. 169p.
Janet Lisle chose a shy ten-year-old , an old lady, and a spineless old
man as the unlikely hero and heroines of her story of The Dancing Cats of
Applesap. It is the tale of how a mob of stray cats adopted by the
tenderhearted old lady and secretly taught to dance by the old man save .
Jiggs Drug Store from bankruptcy and revive the fighting spirit of ten-yearold Melba, funny old Miss Toonie and Mr. Jiggs, the secret music lover who
owns the store.
In her first book Lisle shows that she understands human nature, how
hard it is to change, how easy it is to let someone else bully you into
thinking you're no good and how helpful it is to have someone (or
in this case some animals) to bring you out of your self pity and make you
ready to fight for the rights of the downtrodden.
The cats are marvelous from the first description of them sleeping in
piles "dangling tails down the cosmetic cases" or "cleaning their ears
behind the cash register" to their dancing as "one hundred mangy, beat-up
felines swayed on their hind legs, lean and elegant and perfectly
balanced." .
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mansion. They are unusual children (as witnessed by their previous
adventures in The Witching Hour and The Dragon Circle) but even their
resilient magical powers are strained occasionally as they find themselves
in alliance with a ghostly butler against a sort of ghost's union boss and
power plot to repossess Boston. Aunt Celia hovers about, applying her
own magic from time to time with unpredictable results.
Ghost books have to be very bad to be unpopular, and this one is not.
The bickering children occasionally take on the appearance of reality, the
ghosts are adequately clothed in imaginative description and the
surroundings are clear, if not commanding. Fluffy but acceptable.--Janet
Francis.
Lauber, Patricia. Tales Mummies Tell . Thomas Y. Crowell, 1985. ISBN 0690-04389-9 (lib. bdg.). $11 .89.
Patricia Lauber's book Tales Mummies Tell starts with a chapter on a
woolly mammoth mummy found in June 1977. This is followed by a
general chapter on how mummies are formed and how widespread has
been their formation throughout the world, whether made by nature or with
the help of man for religious purposes. (For those who didn't know, the
U.S. has at least one mummy in its short history--John Paul Jones, the
naval hero who died in Paris in 1792. He was found in France in 1905 in a
lead coffin filled with alcohol by a congressman who wanted to return him
to the U.S. for a hero's burial.)
The rest of the chapters include three on mummies in Egypt, one
describing them in Peru , and one on the mummies found in the bogs of
Denmark and Sweden.
The book is well illustrated with actual photographs. Once the reader
gets past the "How gruesome!" reaction, he can concentrate on how
mummies were made and more importantly how much has been and will
be learned about life in the past from the study of mummies. It would be a
useful book for upper grades, junior high and high school. I would also
recommend its use for primary grade teachers to give them a better
perspective on the actual importance of mummies. Lower elementary
teachers could use Lauber's book to enrich and refocus the study so that
first, second, and third grade youngsters could have their intellectual
curiosity stimulated instead of their interest in superstitions (as seems to be
the focus of the Secrets of Mummies by Milton).--Lillian Heil.
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Lindbergh, Anne. Bailey's Window. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1984.
ISBN 0-15-205642-4. $12.95. 128p.
Carl, Anna and Ingrid are enjoying the enchantment of a summer
vacation as only the young can savor it. But the arrival of city cousin Bailey
Bond disrupts their fun. They are hurt by his pranks and practical jokes
and wish him gone, till he discovers magic like no other they have known.
With a borrowed paint set he sketches windows on the attic bedroom wall
through which they can all step into new dimensions , new places,
imagined fun, with more-than-bargained-for adventure. But who, they
wonder, is the man with one blue and one green eye that tags them on
every trip? As the spell of summer ends so , too, does the spell of the
window, but perhaps the real magic is the friendship brought about by their
shared experiences beyond the attic walls and the promise of more next
year.
Lindbergh , daughter of the noted author Anne Morrow Lindbergh ,
shows sensitivity and understanding of preteen problems and their
capacity for imagination. She carries the young reader into a world of
fantasy so well mixed with day-to-day realities that it is easy to believe just
maybe it really happened.--Anne Uhls.
Lisle, Janet Taylor. The Dancing Cats of Applesap. Bradbury Press,
1984. ISBN 0-02-759140-9. $11.95. 169p.
Janet Lisle chose a shy ten-year-old, an old lady, and a spineless old
man as the unlikely hero and heroines of her story of The Dancing Cats of
Applesap. It is the tale of how a mob of stray cats adopted by the
tenderhearted old lady and secretly taught to dance by the old man save
Jiggs Drug Store from bankruptcy and revive the fighting spirit of ten-yearold Melba, funny old Miss Toonie and Mr. Jiggs, the secret music lover who
owns the store.
In her first book Lisle shows that she understands human nature, how
hard it is to change, how easy it is to let someone else bully you into
thinking you're no good and how helpful it is to have someone (or
in this case some animals) to bring you out of your self pity and make you
ready to fight for the rights of the downtrodden.
The cats are marvelous from the first description of them sleeping in
piles "dangling tails down the cosmetic cases" or "cleaning their ears
behind the cash register" to their dancing as "one hundred mangy, beat-up
felines swayed on their hind legs, lean and elegant and perfectly
balanced." .
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lustre by the Simple, direct, almost poetic expressive style of the author. Be
sure to buy a copy . You'll want to read it again and again. It is one of my
favorites.--Anne Uhls.

.Melba tells the story in flashbacks between her phone calls to the
GUlnness Book of World Records as she uses her newfound confidence to
convince unbelieving adults that the dancing cats ought to be in the book
of world records.
Besides the three main characters, the reader will enjoy Butch, the
battered but indomitable cat who escapes from the pound , and don't
overlook the funny scene when Melba gets rid of the suspicious men from
the hU":1ane society (who have come to recapture Butch) by "acting" shy,
something she'd been doing all her life.
The Dancing Cats is a triumph of all who lack confidence and it's
particularly convincing when the author uses such shy, battered misfits as
Melba, Miss Toonie, Mr. Jiggs and one hundred stray cats to show what
can be done if one wants to.--Lillian Heil.
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McPhail, David. Sisters. lIIus. by David McPhail. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich,
1984. ISBN 0-15-275319-2. $10.95. 32p.
"This is the story of two sisters ... who , in many ways, were different."
This lovely little book explores the way sisters can be different, as well as
ways in which they can be alike. "One's favorite food was pizza. The other
preferred corn on the cob," One of the ways in which they were very alike
was in the love they shared.
The illustrations are very nicely done black-and-white line drawings.
They create the whimsical feeling of childhood. Over all, the book
manages to be sweet without being too sweet. Growing up with two
younger sisters, I could relate to this book on sisters.--Karen Haroldsen.

lurker, Manfred. The Gods and Symbols of Ancient Egypt. Thames and
Hudson, 1974. First English language edition, 1980. First paperback,
1982. ISBN 0-500-27253-0. $9.95. 135p.
The paperback ($9.95) edition of this dictionary (first done in German in
1974) is illustrated with excellent photographs and drawings. It is a good
volume to .have at .hand when reading about Egypt. It will provide quick
access to Informa~lon a~out the numerous and sometimes confusing Gods
and symbols of thiS ancient land. It would be useful in upper grades of the
elementary schools, in junior high and senior high schools.--Lillian Heil.

Meshi, Ita. A Child's Picture Hebrew Dictionary. lIIus. by Ita Meshi.
Adama Books, 1985. ISBN 0-915361-09-4. unnumbered.
This book has limited appeal. The reader is taken through the Hebrew
alphabet from Alef to
with representative words, pronunciations and
illustrations. Not all words are particularly appealing to ch ildren nor are
they basic to a simple vocabulary (detective, curtains , peeping, steering
wheel, projector, for example) though many are (mother, toys, orange) .
The illustrations are done in brilliant tones in full color. In the review copy ,
however, many have fuzzy edges and some are blatantly out of register.
As a brief introduction to the Hebrew language, the book is insufficient. As
an alphabet book for small children, it is unappealing. As a picture book it
is poorly executed. Still the idea is good and children with an interest in
other languages or with ties to the Hebrew culture could find the book
informative.--lovisa lyman

:rru

Maclachlan, Patricia. Sarah: Plain and Tall. Harper and Row, 1985.
ISBN 0-06-024101-2. $8.95.
Papa has advertised for a wife to join him on his prairie homestead and
to mother his children. Caleb and older sister Anna lost their mother the
day after Caleb was born. Sarah Wheaton in Maine answers the ad : "I
have alw~ys loved to live by the ocean but feel a move is necessary. I
would be Interested to know about your children and where you live. And
you." Papa and Sarah decide on a month's trial visit. Sarah writes: "I will
come by train. I will wear a yellow bonnet. I am plain and taiL"
Caleb and Anna are captivated by her tales of the sea and by her
adventurous spirit. But they are especially pleased that she sings, like
their mother did. Papa brings her wildflowers and shares with her his love
for the prairie. They all want her to stay but feel her longing to return to the
ocean.
The author has constructed a delightful, upbeat tale based on an actual
event in her family history. She very aptly paints a portrait of lonely people
reaching out for happiness. This is a jewel of a book, polished to a bright
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Miklowitz, Gloria D. The War Between the Classes. Delacorte Press,
1985. ISBN 0-385-29375-5. $13.95. 158p.
Blue armbands are upper class, dark green are upper middle, light
green are lower middle class, and orange armbands are lower class . And
to make the experiment more interesting, girls are Teks and boys are NoTeks--the lower social status in each group. It's all part of the Color Game ,
.
a four-week experiment in Mr. Otero's social studies class.
Amy, first generation Japanese, is given a blue armband, while her
boyfriend Adam, nouveau riche, is given an orange armband. When Juan ,
a latino, and Amy stage a rebellion (,Colors Unite!'), they are both
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.Melba tells the story in flashbacks between her phone calls to the
GUlnness Book of World Records as she uses her newfound confidence to
convince unbelieving adults that the dancing cats ought to be in the book
of world records.
Besides the three main characters, the reader will enjoy Butch , the
battered but indomitable cat who escapes from the pound , and don't
overlook the funny scene when Melba gets rid of the suspicious men from
the hu~ane society (who have come to recapture Butch) by "acting" shy,
somethrng she'd been doing all her life.
The Dancing Cats is a triumph of all who lack confidence and it's
particularly convincing when the author uses such shy, battered misfits as
Melba, Miss Toonie, Mr. Jiggs and one hundred stray cats to show what
can be done if one wants to.--Lillian Heil.
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The paperback ($9.95) edition of this dictionary (first done in German in
1974) is illustrated with excellent photographs and drawings. It is a good
volume to .have at .hand when reading about Egypt. It will provide quick
access to Informa~lon a~out the numerous and sometimes confusing Gods
and symbols of thiS ancient land. It would be useful in upper grades of the
elementary schools, in junior high and senior high schools.--Lillian Heil.
Maclachlan, Patricia. Sarah : Plain and Tall. Harper and Row, 1985.
ISBN 0-06-024101-2. $8.95.
Papa has advertised for a wife to join him on his prairie homestead and
to mother his children. Caleb and older sister Anna lost their mother the
day after Caleb was born. Sarah Wheaton in Maine answers the ad : "I
have alw~ys loved to live by the ocean but feel a move is necessary. I
would be rnterested to know about your children and where you live. And
you." Papa and Sarah decide on a month's trial visit. Sarah writes: "I will
come by train. I will wear a yellow bonnet. I am plain and tall."
Caleb and Anna are captivated by her tales of the sea and by her
adventurous spirit. But they are especially pleased that she sings, like
their mother did. Papa brings her wildflowers and shares with her his love
for the prairie. They all want her to stay but feel her longing to return to the
ocean.
The author has constructed a delightful, upbeat tale based on an actual
event in her family history. She very aptly paints a portrait of lonely people
reaching out for happiness. This is a jewel of a book, polished to a bright
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lustre by the Simple, direct, almost poetic expressive style of the author. Be
sure to buy a copy. You'll want to read it again and again. It is one of my
favorites.--Anne Uhls.
McPhail, David. Sisters. IIlus. by David McPhail. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich,
1984. ISBN 0-15-275319-2. $10.95. 32p.
"This is the story of two sisters ... who , in many ways, were different."
This lovely little book explores the way sisters can be different, as well as
ways in which they can be alike. "One's favorite food was pizza. The other
preferred corn on the cob," One of the ways in which they were very alike
was in the love they shared.
The illustrations are very nicely done black-and-white line drawings.
They create the whimsical feeling of childhood. Over all, the book
manages to be sweet without being too sweet. Growing up with two
younger sisters, I could relate to this book on sisters.--Karen Haroldsen.
Meshi , Ita. A Child's Picture Hebrew Dictionary. lIIus. by Ita Meshi.
Adama Books, 1985. ISBN 0-915361-09-4. unnumbered.
This book has limited appeal. The reader is taken through the Hebrew
alphabet from ~ to
with representative words, pronunciations and
illustrations. Not all words are particularly appealing to children nor are
they basic to a simple vocabulary (detective, curtains, peeping, steering
wheel, projector, for example) though many are (mother, toys, orange).
The illustrations are done in brilliant tones in full color. In the review copy ,
however, many have fuzzy edges and some are blatantly out of register.
As a brief introduction to the Hebrew language, the book is insufficient. As
an alphabet book for small children, it is unappealing. As a picture book it
is poorly executed. Still the idea is good and children with an interest in
other languages or with ties to the Hebrew culture could find the book
informative.--lovisa lyman
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1985. ISBN 0-385-29375-5. $13.95. 158p.
Blue armbands are upper class, dark green are upper middle, light
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to make the experiment more interesting, girls are Teks and boys are NoTeks--the lower social status in each group. It's all part of the Color Game ,
a four-week experiment in Mr. Otero's social studies class.
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a latino, and Amy stage a rebellion (,Colors Unite!'), they are both

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1985

23

A+
4-8

Fict

PB

B-

1-3

Nonf i ct

PB

A

9-12
Fict

13

Book and
BRIGHAMChildren's
YOUNG UNIVERSITY

Media Review, Vol. 6 [1985], Iss. 1, Art. 5

CHILDREN'S BOOK REVIEW

demoted to orange. Along with the game at school, we are also given
insights into the class games in the homes of the principal characters.
Even though I teach cultural geography and not only understand the
color games but have played them, th is book was really distressing to me.
I kept throwing the book down saying, 'This is unbearable!' It takes a
superlative author to get that kind of reader response. And Miklowitz does
it without playing on the reader's emotions in the Harlequin Romance style.
Rather, she presents the situations simply and factually, and it is the
situation itself that evokes the emotion.
The story is told from Amy's viewpoint, which requires some additional
skill on the part of the author, since Amy is the heroine of the story. The
imagery that is used to open and close the book is a nice symbolic touch.-Thomas K. Hinckley.
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Milton explains simply how mummies are made, the ceremonies for the
dead, and some of the religious symbols used to decorate the coffins. One
short chapter on x-raying mummies briefly discusses what has been
learned about ancient Egypt through the mummies, but five chapters
describe superstitions related to mummies, tomb robbers, treasure hunters,
and curiosity seekers who both destroyed and advertised mummies to
fascinate all audiences. The proportionate time is not equitable to the
objective of fostering real interest in ancient Egypt. The author seems to
be more interested in fostering curiosity in the macabre. Readers would be
advised to use the 1979 book about mummies by Aliki in preference to this
one.--Lillian Heil.
Morris, Winifred. With Magical Horses to Ride. Atheneum, 1985. ISBN 0689-31108-7. $11.95. 152p.
This is a delightful book for children ages 8-10, or anyone young at
heart. It is a quasi-fantasy, or so it seems at the beginning. A young girl,
Elisabeth, feeling trapped by the ugliness of her surroundings--a run-down
house and quarrelling parents--meets an elf prince and a magician,
Zorack. She is granted one wish. She wishes to be another person. They
tell her that she is an eternal spirit who has been various people
throughout the ages. This belief in her eternal spirit and her friendship with
the elf prince survives even after she discovers that he, too, is living in a
fantasy.
This book speaks to me of my childhood where I lived elaborate
fantasies, known only to myself, and to the whimsical sort of fantasies I
carry with me to this day. This belief in a secret identity, this other person,
allows the person I am to accomplish anything I choose. I highly
recommend this book.--Karen Haroldsen

Millard, Anne. Ancient Civilizations. Warwick Press, 1983. ISBN 53109213-5. 93p.
This book is filled with excellent illustrations and a text that is both
deadly dull and often inaccurate. The first page uses the words
'archaeologist' and 'historian' without any explanation, yet on page 19 we
find: 'Historians (people who study history) .. .'
The text under the picture of the ziggurat says, 'The most important of
these (religious services) was the New Year festival.' One expects to find
something like, 'Each year, at the Istar gate which is featured on the cover,
the divine king enacts a ritual battle with king of the underworld.' Instead
we get, 'Historians do not know for sure how the first kings came to power
in Mesopotamia [sic]! An educated guess would be acceptable.
Then there is, 'At first , Phoenician traders sailed close to the coast:
which E.G.R. Taylor disproved a generation ago.
The discussion of the discovery of metals is at variance with the work of
the experimental archaeolog ists: all of the smelting processes require
forced draft which rules out 'accidents' at the fireside.
About the only excitement in the text is the many misplaced
exclamation points. What a pity that the text does not match the quality of
the illustration. Fourth and fifth graders deserve better.--Thomas Hinckley

Nixon, Joan Lowery. The Stalker. Delacort~ Press, 1984. ISBN 0-38529376-3. $14.95.
Jennifer's best friend's mother has been murdered, and the police think
her best friend is the killer. Jennifer knows that Bobbie isn't capable of
murder, and sets out to prove that she is innocent.
With the help of retired police detective Lucas Maldonaldo, she
uncovers clues which lead to a tangled web of intrigue. But someone is
stalking Jennifer. Both Jennifer and the reader have a hard time figuring
out who is at the bottom of the murders.
Nixon employs a chilling writing technique in The Stalker. Each odd
numbered chapter is Jennifer's search for clues, but every even numbered

Milton, Joyce. The Secrets of Mummies. lIIus. by Dolores Santoliquido.
Random House, 1984. ISBN 0-394-86769-6. $4.95. 69p.
The Secrets of Mummies by Joyce Milton is for use in the primary
grades. Both drawings and photographs help to inform the young reader.
After an introductory chapter on mummies formed by nature, the book
focuses on Egyptian mummies.
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demoted to orange. Along with the game at school, we are also given
insights into the class games in the homes of the principal characters.
Even though I teach cultural geography and not only understand the
color games but have played them, this book was really distressing to me.
I kept throwing the book down saying, 'This is unbearable!' It takes a
superlative author to get that kind of reader response. And Miklowitz does
it without playing on the reader's emotions in the Harlequin Romance style.
Rather, she presents the situations simply and factually, and it is the
situation itself that evokes the emotion.
The story is told from Amy's viewpoint, which requires some additional
skill on the part of the author, since Amy is the heroine of the story. The
imagery that is used to open and close the book is a nice symbolic touch.-Thomas K. Hinckley.
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This book is filled with excellent illustrations and a text that is both
deadly dull and often inaccurate. The first page uses the words
'archaeologist' and 'historian' without any explanation, yet on page 19 we
find: 'Historians (people who study history) .. .'
The text under the picture of the ziggurat says, 'The most important of
these (religious services) was the New Year festival.' One expects to find
something like, 'Each year, at the Istar gate which is featured on the cover,
the divine king enacts a ritual battle with king of the underworld.' Instead
we get, 'Historians do not know for sure how the first kings came to power
in Mesopotamia [sic]! An educated guess would be acceptable.
Then there is, 'At first, Phoenician traders sailed close to the coast:
which E.G.R. Taylor disproved a generation ago.
The discussion of the discovery of metals is at variance with the work of
the experimental archaeologists : all of the smelting processes require
forced draft which rules out 'accidents' at the fireside.
About the only excitement in the text is the many misplaced
exclamation points. What a pity that the text does not match the quality of
the illustration. Fourth and fifth graders deserve better.--Thomas Hinckley
Milton, Joyce. The Secrets of Mummies. lIIus. by Dolores Santoliquido.
Random House, 1984. ISBN 0-394-86769-6. $4.95. 69p.
The Secrets of Mummies by Joyce Milton is for use in the primary
grades. Both drawings and photographs help to inform the young reader.
After an introductory chapter on mummies formed by nature, the book
focuses on Egyptian mummies.
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Milton explains simply how mummies are made, the ceremonies for the
dead, and some of the religious symbols used to decorate the coffins. One
short chapter on x-raying mummies briefly discusses what has been
learned about ancient Egypt through the mummies, but five chapters
describe superstitions related to mummies, tomb robbers, treasure hunters,
and curiosity seekers who both destroyed and advertised mummies to
fascinate all audiences. The proportionate time is not equitable to the
objective of fostering real interest in ancient Egypt. The author seems to
be more interested in fostering curiosity in the macabre. Readers would be
advised to use the 1979 book about mummies by Aliki in preference to this
one.--Lillian Heil.
Morris, Winifred. With Magical Horses to Ride. Atheneum, 1985. ISBN 0689-31108-7. $11.95. 152p.
This is a delightful book for children ages 8-10, or anyone young at
heart. It is a quasi-fantasy, or so it seems at the beginning. A young girl,
Elisabeth, feeling trapped by the ugliness of her surroundings--a run-down
house and quarrelling parents--meets an elf prince and a magician,
Zorack. She is granted one wish. She wishes to be another person . They
tell her that she is an eternal spirit who has been various people
throughout the ages. This belief in her eternal spirit and her friendship with
the elf prince survives even after she discovers that he, too, is living in a
fantasy.
This book speaks to me of my childhood where I lived elaborate
fantasies, known only to myself, and to the whimsical sort of fantasies I
carry with me to this day. This belief in a secret identity, this other person,
allows the person I am to accomplish anything I choose. I highly
recommend this book.--Karen Haroldsen
Nixon, Joan Lowery. The Stalker. Delacortfij Press, 1984. ISBN 0-38529376-3. $14.95.
Jennifer's best friend's mother has been murdered, and the police think
her best friend is the killer. Jennifer knows that Bobbie isn't capable of
murder, and sets out to prove that she is innocent.
With the help of retired police detective Lucas Maldonaldo, she
uncovers clues which lead to a tangled web of intrigue. But someone is
stalking Jennifer. Both Jennifer and the reader have a hard time figuring
out who is at the bottom of the murders.
Nixon employs a chilling writing technique in The Stalker. Each odd
numbered chapter is Jennifer's search for clues, but every even numbered
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The part of the book I found most interesting is the last chapter about
the British Century plan to control the waters of the Nile and the very
different plan that developed when Egypt became independent and built
the high dam . The criticisms of the new high Aswan dam are we ll
presented and eminently relevant.--Thomas Hinckley.

chapter is the Stalker's thoughts as he watches Jennifer coming closer and
closer to the truth. The tension builds to the screaming point as the reader
finally realizes who the Stalker is--you want to yell at Jennifer to beware,
but she continues to rush on , unaware of her danger.
The Stalker is a chilling mystery novel, with a good twisting plot and
very believable characters. Nixon has portrayed Jennifer as a headstrong,
self-willed but slightly naive teenager, and Jennifer lives up to her billing.
A good novel for a dark, stormy night.--Jan Addy.
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Salway, Lance. A Nasty Piece of Work and Other Ghost Stories.
Clarion Books, 1985. ISBN 0-89919-360-9. $10.95. 128p.
This collection of ghost stories is, at best, typical. It does all the things
you would expect except to scare you. The best story is perhaps the first ,
"Such a Sweet Little Girl", where a little girl claims to have a ghost in her
bedroom. Of course her older brother scoffs and makes fun of her, so she
says that her ghost will get him with its "big claws," which it does. It steps
out of the ordinary in that we don't expect a child to actually get hurt in a
children's book. The other stories are the same stories that you heard
when you were a child . The details may have changed but endings are
predictable and standard.
Maybe we want to have ghost stories that are technically scary in that
they deal with the supernatural, but not scary because we don't want the
child waking up scream ing in the night. But what is the use of having ghost
stories unless they are at least kind of scary? This book never even
approaches scary. I would rate it as a ~ book of ghost stories suitable
for any library. --Karen Haroldsen.

Pascal, Francine. Love and Betrayal & Hold the Mayo. Viking Kestrel,
1985. ISBN 0-670-80547-5. $11.95. 210p.
The third novel about Victoria Martin tells of her experiences working as
a waitress at a summer camp. Conflicts arise when she falls in love with
her best friend's boyfriend. It has humorous descriptions and colorful
characters , such as the camp managers, referred to by the inhabitants as
the gargoyles.
The story is remarkably predictable. It has all the elements you would
expect in a teen romance : Victoria, who feels like an ugly duckling next to
her best friend; Dena Joyce, the girl you love to hate; Nina, the loathsome
little sister who turns out to be all right in the end; Steven, the camp bully ;
and little Henry, the camp bed wetter who performs a heroic deed in the
end. Despite its flaws, it is a harmless, light-hearted book that I quite
enjoyed. It hands out easy answers to life's problems but may be useful to
young readers. --Karen Haroldsen.

Scholastic. MicroAdventure, Programming Susan M. Zakar. 1984-5. 126p.
$1.95.
Eileen Buckholtz & Ruth Glick.
Space Attack. ISBN 0-590-33165-5.
0-590-33385-2.
. ISBN Spellbound
Mindbenders. ISBN 0-590-33169-8.
Doomstalker. ISBN 0-590-33382-8.
Megan Stine & H. William Stine. Jungle Quest. ISBN 0-590-33166-3.
Chassie L. West.
.
Million Dollar Gamble. ISBN 0-590-33167-1 .
Dead Ringer. ISBN 0-590-33384-4.
Jean M. Favors.
Time Trap. ISBN 0-590-33168-X.

Percefull, Aaron W. The Nile. Franklin Watts , 1984. ISBN 0-531-04828-4.
$8.90.
The first study on type legibility that demonstrated the inferior nature of
sans serif type for children's books was published in 1912. Since then
there have been a steady flow of similar studies. This book, with its long
sans serif lines, is simply hard to read. Genius can sometimes effectively
break the rules, but the avant-garde is inevitably broken by the rules.
The book is an interesting account of the nineteenth-century attempts to
discover the sources of the Nile. The contemporary illustration is extremely
interesting. Unfortunately it is nigh impossible to follow the exploration on
the map given. Where is Gondokoro? Where is Bunyoro? A dotted line to
indicate the divide between the north and south flowing waters would have
been helpful. Rivers are not distinguished from country boundaries
(squiggles won't do). Why was lettering allowed to block out essential river
detail?
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sans serif lines, is simply hard to read. Genius can sometimes effectively
break the rules, but the avant-garde is inevitably broken by the rules.
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the British Century plan to control the waters of the Nile and the very
different plan that developed when Egypt became independent and built
the high dam. The criticisms of the new high Aswan dam are well
presented and eminently relevant.--Thomas Hinckley.
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Clarion Books, 1985. ISBN 0-89919-360-9. $10.95. 128p.
This collection of ghost stories is, at best, typical. It does all the things
you would expect except to scare you. The best story is perhaps the first,
"Such a Sweet Little Girl", where a little girl claims to have a ghost in her
bedroom. Of course her older brother scoffs and makes fun of her, so she
says that her ghost will get him with its "big claws ," which it does. It steps
out of the ordinary in that we don't expect a child to actually get hurt in a
children's book. The other stories are the same stories that you heard
when you were a child. The details may have changed but endings are
predictable and standard.
Maybe we want to have ghost stories that are technically scary in that
they deal with the supernatural, but not scary because we don't want the
child waking up screaming in the night. But what is the use of having ghost
stories unless they are at least kind of scary? This book never even
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And why is the rhino (who is so longsuffering, so handy, so funny, and
such a fine playmate) for sale? The book never tells us, but I have an idea
that this abused pet has begun to retaliate. Perhaps the ending is:

The Big Freeze. 0-590-33383-6.
David Anthony Craft. Robot Race. ISBN 0-590-33170-1.
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This is a series of ten space adventure novels. The authors place the
reader (code-named Orion) in the stories as one of the main characters
--a computer expert who finds him/herself in critical situations such as
debugging the space-ship computers and breaking into BRUTE's (the
enemy) computer crime system. Each novel is an independent part of the
series. Each contains short programs placed strategically throughout the
stories at points where critical information is needed. The reader (Orion)
gets the information from the computer by typing and running the program.
These programs are written in the BASIC language and ready to run on
many popular personal computers, such as Apple, Atari, TRS-80,
Commodore and the IBM PC.
There is more than a good chance that a person who does not have
access to a computer, or who is intimidated by the machine, will be turned
away, but the interested reader can pretty well follow the story without a
computer. The use of this information-getting technique adds a unique
dimension of interest for those with access to a personal computer. The
programming is very simple and instructions are provided which assume
no computer background.
Adventures in these novels include interpreting messages received
from a distant space station, escaping enemy agents, taking a trip
backward through time, and saving the world from destruction by different
forces.
These novels are rather interestingly written and should capture the
interest of many children from about age ten through the teens. The
greater attention will come from those with an interest in space adventure
and a beginning interest in micro computers. Those who have done a lot
with micro computers might be turned off by the simplicity and lack of
challenge of the computer programs used.--Marvin Tolman .

My Mother says I've got to sell him
Before he takes another limb.
Now that would make a hilarious picture.--Thomas Hinckley.
Stevenson , James. Yuck. Greenwillow, 1984. ISBN 0-688-03830-1 (lib.
bdg.). $9.55.
Lavinia and Dolores are old experienced witches who are
superconfident of their ability to make potions. After all, they have the best
library of spells around--basic works like The Joy of Curses, 1001 Brews,
and The Worlds Most Terrible Potions, plus an owl who is overcome by the
fumes, plops into the brew, and staggers off muttering, "It needs salt." With
that kind of help, who can blame Lavinia and Dolores for squelching
Emma, the young and inexperienced witch? They tell her she can never
make a potion, but if she's good, they might let her scrub the pot.
However, the animals agree that the two witches are not very nice and
that they want to help Emma. The birds fly upside-down, the duck moos ,
and the cow quacks. Readers will laugh at the zany antics and helpless
expressions of the animals who all claim they are under Emma's spell.
When Emma enumerates a comical list of yucky things in her brew, the two
old witches escape on their broomsticks, leaving Emma and friends
gleefully enjoying the "brew" which is really vegetable soup.
With conversation between characters , Stevenson provides a
marvelous narrative and his delightfully free art communicates the
lighthearted fun Emma and her friends have at the expense of the two
overconfident witches.--Lillian Heil.
Tudor, Tasha. All for Love. lIIus. by Tasha Tudor. Philomel Books, 1984.
ISBN 0-399-21012-1. $15.95. 93p.
All for Love would be a great gift for friends or sweethearts, including
older children, primarily girls. Boys would probably not show a preference
for the book openly. Illustrated with charming watercolors , the poetry and
prose excerpt~ are well-chosen to cover the gamut of love : from falling in
love to staying in love for a lifetime. Two bonus sections finish up the
offering : one featuring music and lyrics for some old favorite love songs,
and one featuring Valentine's Day traditions from the compiler's family.-Lovisa Lyman.

Silverstein, Shel. Who Wants a Cheap Rhinoceros? Macmillan, 1983.
ISBN 0-02-782690-2. $8.95.
This book has sat in a stack by the stereo for six months because I
could not figure out how to gently break the news that it is sick. On every
page the poor rhino is abused. My friend says, 'I know it is sick but it is so
funny.' Well, yes, I do like the hide-and-seek picture, but what do yo~ really
make of the picture of the rhino with his head sticking up out of the tOilet?
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reader (code-named Orion) in the stories as one of the main characters
--a computer expert who finds him/herself in critical situations such as
debugging the space-ship computers and breaking into BRUTE's (the
enemy) computer crime system. Each novel is an independent part of the
series. Each contains short programs placed strategically throughout the
stories at points where critical information is needed. The reader (Orion)
gets the information from the computer by typing and running the program.
These programs are written in the BASIC language and ready to run on
many popular personal computers, such as Apple, Atari, TRS-80 ,
Commodore and the IBM PC.
There is more than a good chance that a person who does not have
access to a computer, or who is intimidated by the machine, will be turned
away, but the interested reader can pretty well follow the story without a
computer. The use of this information-getting technique adds a unique
dimension of interest for those with access to a personal computer. The
programming is very simple and instructions are provided which assume
no computer background.
Adventures in these novels include interpreting messages received
from a distant space station, escaping enemy agents, taking a trip
backward through time, and saving the world from destruction by different
forces.
These novels are rather interestingly written and should capture the
interest of many children from about age ten through the teens. The
greater attention will come from those with an interest in space adventure
and a beginning interest in micro computers. Those who have done a lot
with micro computers might be turned off by the simplicity and lack of
challenge of the computer programs used.--Marvin Tolman.
Silverstein, Shel. Who Wants a Cheap Rhinoceros? Macmillan, 1983.
ISBN 0-02-782690-2. $8.95.
This book has sat in a stack by the stereo for six months because I
could not figure out how to gently break the news that it is sick. On every
page the poor rhino is abused. My friend says, 'I know it is sick but it is so
funny.' Well, yes, I do like the hide-and-seek picture, but what do yo~ really
make of the picture of the rhino with his head sticking up out of the tOilet?
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And why is the rhino (who is so longsuffering, so handy, so funny, and
such a fine playmate) for sale? The book never tells us, but I have an idea
that this abused pet has begun to retaliate. Perhaps the ending is:
My Mother says I've got to sell him
Before he takes another limb.
Now that would make a hilarious picture.--Thomas Hinckley.
Stevenson , James. Yuck. Greenwillow, 1984. ISBN 0-688-03830-1 (lib.
bdg.). $9.55.
Lavinia and Dolores are old experienced witches who are
superconfident of their ability to make potions. After all, they have the best
library of spells around--basic works like The Joy of Curses, 1001 Brews,
and The Worlds Most Terrible Potions, plus an owl who is overcome by the
fumes, plops into the brew, and staggers off muttering, "It needs salt. " With
that kind of help, who can blame Lavinia and Dolores for squelching
Emma, the young and inexperienced witch? They tell her she can never
make a potion, but if she's good, they might let her scrub the pot.
However, the animals agree that the two witches are not very nice and
that they want to help Emma. The birds fly upside-down, the duck moos ,
and the cow quacks. Readers will laugh at the zany antics and helpless
expressions of the animals who all claim they are under Emma's spell.
When Emma enumerates a comical list of yucky things in her brew, the two
old witches escape on their broomsticks, leaving Emma and friends
gleefully enjoying the "brew" which is really vegetable soup.
With conversation between characters , Stevenson provides a
marvelous narrative and his delightfully free art communicates the
lighthearted fun Emma and her friends have at the expense of the two
overconfident witches.--Lillian Heil.
Tudor, Tasha. All for Love. lIIus. by Tasha Tudor. Philomel Books, 1984.
ISBN 0-399-21012-1. $15.95. 93p.
All for Love would be a great gift for friends or sweethearts, including
older children, primarily girls. Boys would probably not show a preference
for the book openly. Illustrated with charming watercolors , the poetry and
prose excerpt~ are well-chosen to cover the gamut of love : from falling in
love to staying in love for a lifetime. Two bonus sections finish up the
offering : one featuring music and lyrics for some old favorite love songs,
and one featuring Valentine's Day traditions from the compiler's family.-Lovisa Lyman.
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characterized, and when Enecus' father appears to have been lost i.n the
eruption, the reader doesn't feel Enecus' grief. To the you~ger audience,
however, this will be a good introduction to the world of ancient Rome.
Though the writing sometimes becomes overly wordy, and the
language seems rather stilted for a fourteen-year-?I~ , the younger re~der
will be caught up in Enecus' struggle to learn medicine. When VesuvIus
does erupt, it becomes apparent that Enecus is the only one able to aid all
the injured. Locadio's Apprentice is an interesting look at the world of
medicine and ancient Rome .--Jan Addy .

Windsor, Patricia. The Sandman's Eyes. Delacorte Press, 1985. ISBN 0385-29381-X. $15.95. 271p.
The Sandman's Eyes is a very good book. The dialogue is believable,
often clever or funny. There are no wasted words. And so important in a
mystery, the suspense carries right to the end. As the book begins, the
eighteen-year-old narrator Michael Thorne (Mickey) has just returned to his
grandfather's house in a small town after two years in a hospital/school for
emotionally disturbed boys. Soon we learn that he was sent there after an
inconclusive murder trial. Mickey is sure of his own innocence but few
other characters are. This suspicion on every side convinces Mickey that
he must find the real murderer himself. He has the help of a big city
investigative reporter who convinces Mickey that he believes in his
innocence and wants to write the true story.
There are more mysteries to solve than a murder. Mickey doesn't know
who or where his parents are. Both puzzles are solved by the end of the
book. Readers will be able to identify with Mickey's search for identity
because his observations are so true to life, his struggles so poignant.
Just one small reservation : Mickey seems young for eighteen. His
cloistered upbringing , painful shyness, and institutionalization could
reasonably be responsible for this, however, and his lack of experience
should make it easier for the younger teen to identify with him.--Lovisa
Lyman.

PLA Y REVIEWS

Pearson, Carol Lynn. I Believe In Make Believe. Music by JAC Redford.
Anchorage Press Inc. Royalty : Request Info from publisher. $3.00 Script,
$30.00 Score.
I Believe in Make Believe is a palatable presentation of five
sketches based on the Brothers Grimm's fairy tales.
The opening song extolls the exciting, encha.nting, wonderful world o.f
make believe, leading one to believe that a magical tour of fant~sy land IS
pending. But these high expectations are not met, for the ensuing pl~y
does not measure up to its own criteria. It is, in actuality, a rather ordinary
review of standard fairy tales presented in the simple, unpretentious style
of creative dramatics.
On these terms the play is clever, fast moving, and well constructed.
Though not particularly original , it is a good selection for groups with
interest in producing the old, endearing stories of The Bremen Town .
Musicians The Princess Who Would Not Laugh, and others. Because It
requires o~ly simple costume accessories and a few hand props, it may be
attractive for those on a shoestring budget.
The conclusion is a bit didactic in its admonition to youngsters to
remember "make believe." The closing lyrics remind us again of the
magical, fantastical world we never saw portr~yed, ~ut it still remains a.
pleasant piece of theatre with all the charm with whl~h . Ms. Pear~on wntes.
Its diverse humor makes it enjoyable to all ages, but It IS best SUited for
young children.--Lisa Kirkwood.

Yarbro, Chelsea Quinn. Locadlo's Apprentice. Harper & Row, 1984. ISBN
0-06-026637-6. (lib. bdg.) $11 .89. 219p.
In ancient Pompeii, fourteen-year-old Enecus Cano must choose his
life's profession. He wants to be an apprentice to a physician more than
anything else, but his parents, as owners of a thermopolium (sausage
stand), don't have the money necessary to support this dream. Along
comes Locadio, a physician newly retired from Legionary medicine, who is
settling into a private practice. He overhears Enecus discussing his dream
with his best friend Salvius, and decides to take Enecus on.
Enecus learns the field of medicine by watching and doing, and the
reader learns the rudiments of early Roman medicine--the diagnostic
procedures, the language and the customs of the time . As the story
unfolds, the uttimate trial of Enecus' skill becomes apparent--Vesuvius is
ready to erupt, but no one has left Pompeii.
Some characters lack depth and are occasionally bland. Enecus' best
friend, Salvi us, appears only when conversation is needed, and when
Enecus needs a body to work on. Enecus' parents are not well
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Windsor, Patricia. The Sandman's Eyes. Delacorte Press, 1985. ISBN 0385-29381-X. $15.95. 271p.
The Sandman's Eyes is a very good book. The dialogue is believable,
often clever or funny. There are no wasted words. And so important in a
mystery, the suspense carries right to the end. As the book begins, the
eighteen-year-old narrator Michael Thorne (Mickey) has just returned to his
grandfather's house in a small town after two years in a hospital/school for
emotionally disturbed boys. Soon we learn that he was sent there after an
inconclusive murder trial. Mickey is sure of his own innocence but few
other characters are. This suspicion on every side convinces Mickey that
he must find the real murderer himself. He has the help of a big city
investigative reporter who convinces Mickey that he believes in his
innocence and wants to write the true story.
There are more mysteries to solve than a murder. Mickey doesn't know
who or where his parents are. Both puzzles are solved by the end of the
book. Readers will be able to identify with Mickey's search for identity
because his observations are so true to life , his struggles so poignant.
Just one small reservation : Mickey seems young for eighteen. His
cloistered upbringing , painful shyness, and institutionalization could
reasonably be responsible for this, however, and his lack of experience
should make it easier for the younger teen to identify with him.--Lovisa
Lyman.
Yarbro, Chelsea Quinn. Locadlo's Apprentice. Harper & Row, 1984. ISBN
0-06-026637-6. (lib. bdg.) $11.89. 219p.
In ancient Pompeii, fourteen-year-old Enecus Cano must choose his
life's profession. He wants to be an apprentice to a physician more than
anything else, but his parents, as owners of a thermopolium (sausage
stand), don't have the money necessary to support this dream. Along
comes Locadio, a physician newly retired from Legionary medicine, who is
settling into a private practice. He overhears Enecus discussing his dream
with his best friend Salvius, and decides to take Enecus on.
Enecus learns the field of medicine by watching and doing, and the
reader learns the rudiments of early Roman medicine--the diagnostic
procedures, the language and the customs of the time . As the story
unfolds, the ultimate trial of Enecus' skill becomes apparent--Vesuvius is
ready to erupt, but no one has left Pompeii.
Some characters lack depth and are occasionally bland. Enecus' best
friend, Salvi us , appears only when conversation is needed, and when
Enecus needs a body to work on. Enecus' parents are not well
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characterized, and when Enecus' father appears to have been lost i.n the
eruption, the reader doesn't feel Enecus' grief. To the you~ger audience,
however, this will be a good introduction to the world of ancient Rome.
Though the writing sometimes becomes overly wordy, and the
language seems rather stilted for a fourteen-year-?I~ , the younger re~der
will be caught up in Enecus' struggle to learn medicine. When VesuvIus
does erupt, it becomes apparent that Enecus is the only one able to aid all
the injured. Locadio's Apprentice is an interesting look at the world of
medicine and ancient Rome .--Jan Addy.
PLA Y REVIEWS

Pearson, Carol Lynn. I Believe in Make Believe. Music by JAC Redford.
Anchorage Press Inc. Royalty: Request Info from publisher. $3.00 Script,
$30.00 Score.
I Believe in Make Believe is a palatable presentation of five
sketches based on the Brothers Grimm's fairy tales.
The opening song extolls the exciting, encha.nting, wonderful world o.f
make believe, leading one to believe that a magical tour of fant~sy land IS
pending. But these high expectations are not met, for the ensuing pl':!y
does not measure up to its own criteria. It is, in actuality, a rather ordinary
review of standard fairy tales presented in the simple, unpretentious style
of creative dramatics.
On these terms the play is clever, fast moving, and well constructed.
Though not particularly original , it is a good selection for groups with
interest in producing the old, endearing stories of The Bremen Town .
Musicians The Princess Who Would Not Laugh , and others. Because It
requires o~ly simple costume accessories and a few hand props, it may be
attractive for those on a shoestring budget.
The conclusion is a bit didactic in its admonition to youngsters to
remember "make believe." The closing lyrics remind us again of the
magical, fantastical world we never saw portrayed, ~ut it stili remains a.
pleasant piece of theatre with all the charm with whl~h . Ms. Pear~on wntes.
Its diverse humor makes it enjoyable to all ages, but It IS best SUited for
young children.--Lisa Kirkwood.
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